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'And endeavoured to be reſolved, in order 
to publick Security and Peace. 
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Three things are to be conſidered on this Subject, 


Firf#, Whether Toleration be conliftant with the very 
nature and deſign of Chiftian keligion? 

Secondly, Whether it be reconcileable to the beſt Kuics 
of Government and Policy ? 

Thirdly, Whether it ſtands with our ſafety in the pz2- 
tent Conjuncture and poſture of AIffirs ? 

And if all theſe can be maac good in tue Affirmative, I know not what 


can be more deſired, and why it is not ſeaſonable to be Eſtabliſhed 
and made Perpetual. 


— 


T' the firſt Point, If there is ſome reallity mixt with is 


mnch profeſſion and talk of Religion as is now in the 
| World; If there is indeed a deſign of Gods Glory,and the 
Pleas of Conſcicace are not fictitious and pretended ; 'let Man bur 
| conl1de7 
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eonſider- the nature of his Government over the World, which is 
to be glorified in afreeand voluntary Obedience of his Rational 
Creatures, and ſuch is to be pure, not forced, and nothing beſides 
his own Command an inducement toit., How doth he diſclaim it 
by the Prophet, 7/a. 29. 13, When their Fear towards me us taught 
by the Preceprs of Men. How well this place agrees with that Come 
pulſion to the Sacrament, or ſuch a Communion. let any one judge 
that will nor pervert the mind of Scripture, and the nature of true 
: Obedience. Chrifoftom brings us an Argument 
Cited by Dr Zammen,. ty Men ſhould pn? mher.. NG! Rged to 
or Death-Bed Repen-.. 4 . J ; Ng. 
ance, Se. 35. Reformation of any Fault or Error,becanie God 
r2wards not thoſe that epoa geceſlicy abſtain 
from Evil, but only thoſe that voluntary do it. If a Mans Servant 
would not do ſuch a thing barely upon his own - Maſters Command, 
Hu anocher -erſon muſt firſt compel him, & then he doth it; What 
10109r wil it be. to him, or will he care for ſuch Service? Doth 
God want the aid of Man to make others Obcdient unto him, ſure- 
ly not; nay it cannot be done by ourward Violence; one hereby 
may be brought like a Beaſt to the Sacrifice, bur ſtill there 1s no- 
thing of the ſubjeftion of the Mind. God vaiues not- kypocritical 
Services or a meer external iubrmiſſion, he may be as well glorified 
12 having Ballocks or Goats, for they become ſubje& unto the ut« 
moſt, even to Death ; but if Man who can give, if herequires, an 
Offering of a free Heart, which 1s only in his own power, not to be 
exerted by any human Authority, for this cannot reach fo far; and 
if it conld, yet it coming from that would not be accepted: I 
might- multiply many Texts, but what would they all lignifie ? for 
there is a common cuſtoin through the proud and diſdainful Igno- 
Trance, but yet Cunning of Men,to flight over what they cannot An« 
{wer, they are ſo preſumptuons as to put off all means from the 
Word of the all-wiſe God «for Fooliſh and Canting, which make 
againſt their own corrupt doings, though themſelves will make uſe - 
of -them to maintain their own Intereſt and Humour againſt a diffe- 
rent Perſwaſion ; to. ſach-all theſe kind of Arguments fignifie no- 
thing, and truly. no more need to: be added, ſeeing fo many are 
brought . to this purpoſe by Dr Taylor, in his. Liberty of Propheſie, 
that eyenall thoſe that have the Reputation for ſo much Learning & 
Reaſon;cannot giye a perfect and fatisfaRtory Anſwer to them, oP 
aye : 


have been and are now challenged to do it, for the Opponant is 
worthy their contending with,and it would. be for their ſecular Ad- 
vantage. to keep up the Grandure and State of their Communion, 
and alſo their own Honour, and undoubiedly it had been done long 
ſince if poflible ; but that excellent Author argees fo conclufively 
from-Scripture, Reaſon, Primitive Authority, as 1s a demonltrat:- 
oN it was the very Truth he contended for, which he made further 
clear. 

Some. obje& Thar of Church Cenſures in the Primitive Times : but 
there was a great and manifeſt diverſity between them, -and what 
was lately uſed amongit ns; for they were infle&ted-on groſs Here- 
ticks, and they are oniy ſo on whom the Apoſtle fpeaks, Tir. 3. 19, 
Lt. And beſides for ſcandalons Sins, the inceituons:Perſon, Aduite 
rers, Drunkards, and ſich like, and not for little Errors or difie- 
rence in judgment, as juit the contrary bath been uſed among vs, - 
that even it was a ſhame for Men to att ſich Severities towards Men, 
likewiſe much leſs ſhould Chrifttans;every one that hath but rhe com- 
mon goodneſs & reſentment of human Nature muſt abhor them;they- 
did moſt ſtir up, whoſe duty it was in mzekne!s to inſtru Oppo- 
ſers, and hereby they gave occation to indiiterent and conlidering 
Perſons to think (though they might have waved this) as if they 
wanted Arguments to convince, -for there is ailo rao ultima Cleri, 
who ſhog'd teach Mercitulneſs, Love, Forbarance, Meeknefe, they 
did praftice the contrary, as if what ſo many do make their Cratfr, 
was in danger to be ſet at naught, as they had ron fo far from the: 
Praftice and Experience of former times, whetier that of Exzeliet 
34: 4+ (1 be Diſcaſed have ye not Strengthened, reither baye ys tealed 
that which was Sick, neither have ye bound up tyat Whith Fr. il HC; 
ther have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye 
ſought that which was loſt; but with Force and with Cruelty have ye ruled: 
thyn) bath not been tulfilled in theſe latter Days, Iet any one ſeri- 
oully refle&, and the true cauſe of all our Diviſſons,. Sefts aud: Pars 
ties may not be learned from whar is ſaid in this Chapter. 

There might be many other things urged, bur they have been al 
ready in Books, and there is no ne-d of further Printing, where 1ts 
granted by a'l unprejudiced, unintereſted Men, by thoſe who ca. 
diſcern any thing of themſelves, and are not led by the Noſe hy 
them. who meet far their Pride and Profit more then for the Truths 

| fake; 


(6 
ſake, as may be conſidered, becauſe » will not comply with whaf 
they ſcem to teach, with obecience to the Truth, that they who are 
appointed Officers of Chriſts Kingdom, will not conſent it ſhould be 
1o as he himſelf hath ordained it, he could bave commanded twelve 
Legions of Angels, planted his Religion as the Impoſter 47ahomet 
did by the Sword, but he uſed none bat that of his Mouth, no more 
did any of the firſt Founders thereof, and the ſame Word is con- 
veyed down to us, which is able to keep the Fear and Worſhip of 
Gcd in the Hearts of Men, (if managed aright) without aid from 
the civil Authority, Where the Ralers were Heathen, and ſet a- 
Zainſt him, he did make good his Dominion over Men by Miracles, 
and an extrordinary Power and Aſliſtance, but now they are Chrifti- 
an, they are to give God the things that are Gods, a permiſſion on= 
ly that his Word and Truth be freely, and without moleſtation 
made known unto Men. The Divine Will and Pleaſure ſhould inftant- 
Iy filence all other Reaſons, and in a Chriftian Country all ſhould 
comply there-with out of reſpect to him, without any iurther need 
of Argument, if People were indeed willing and obedient unte 
him, as he who at this preſent knoweth the Secrets of all Hearts, 
will one day judge and manifeſt them; yet in this degenerate Con- 
dition of the World, or Apoſtacy from God, notwithſtanding all 
their ſeeming to Honour him with their Lips, the Devotion and 
Obedience they pretend to give him, yet this is the moſt inconſide- 
Table Argument, and hath the leaſt effett upon Men, and thercfore 
we areto deſcend to the other. The firſt Conſideration is from fu- 
ture and inyilible things, yet the certainty and greatneſs of them 
would take away this prejudice, for they alſo will be preſent and 
before us ; for every Day the Gate of Death opens unto them, 
and fingle Perſons enter in, and the moſt Healthful and Luftieft 
of us all haſte to it.; but ſeeing what is now ſeen and done doth 
moſt affect, therefore Peace and Safety, Conveniency and Intercit 
came in, and is to be ſuſpe&ed will principally determine the Caſe 3 
and ſo the ſecond Queſtion is ſomewhat to be diſcuſſed. 


Whether Toleration be reconcileable to the beſt Rules of Government. 


| Theend of which is Peace, that every one may live quietly and 


-have .his own, be Loyaland Obedient -unto the Ring, Roving. vos 
in 
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(77) 
Kind to one another ; now it is ſtrange that Religion, which relies * 
wholy upon Mans Obedience unto God, as he hath the ſame from 
all the Created Beings of the World, which keeps them all in or- 
der; fo to Man, whois fitly called rhe lirrle World, there being the 
like ueccſlity to maintain Peace on Earth, and gocd will towards 
Men, as to keep up the whole courſeof Nature, yet this ſhonld be 
turned into Rebellion, Diſobedience and Confufion. We learn 
hereby what is the difference of things 1a their own Nature, and in 
their Corruption. Thizk ye { come to ſend Peace on the Earth, I tell ye 
nay, but the Sword, ſaid the Author of our Profeſſion, and it hath 
been found true ; for as all his Laws and Precepts are moſt excel- 
lently contrived, as tothe firſt, ſo upon the abule and non-comply- 
ance with them, the contrary effe&t hath followed. Who hati1 
ſeen worſe Subjecls then the Religious ? and yer it cannot be denied 
but the Goſpel as ſtrictly injoyns Loyalty, as any other Duty what- 
ſoever, and tends very much to the Benefit and Weitare of the - 
Common- Wealth. What can be the reaſon of all this, but only 
the Hypocrilie of ſome, and Ignorance of others? fome who made 
this a bare pretence, and other filly Perſons who were beguiled 
with it. That of A#s 4. 19. hath been in every ones Mouth, but 
then the Eſtabliſhed Laws of thoſe Countries were againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion in general : When the Governors became Chriſti- 
ans, then ſprang up Divitions and Errors, and then they began to 
take unto, and maintain one ſide, the differing Parties Rill thought. 
themſelves in the right, and the aforeſaid place applicable to them 
alſo, and have hence taken occaſion to behave themſelves after the 
ſame manner as St Peter did : Others taking Advantage of their 
ſimplicity and real meaning, uſing them as Inſtraments to carry on 
their ambiti©> WDeſigns and ſecular Intereſts; thus the Fire kindled 
and came forth'fſnto a Flame; I cannot fo clearly expreſs my ſelf, 
and it would be tedious torun over the exact particular manner, 
but let any Impartial and Predent Perſon examine this -one thing, 
and conſider it throuchly, Whether conſtraint in matters of Reli- 
gion hath not occaſioned all the Diſloyalty, wherein this was made 
the leaſt pretext,or made any noiſe, not only in the four laſt Raigns 
n this Nation, but in all Chriffezdom, and thoſe ſeveral Ages fince 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were vpon the Earth,how it occagoned thoſe 
Perſecutions and Cruelties even towards them and their Follow= 
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ers ; and after when it came likewiſe to he Eftablithed in Countries, 
(25 Heathenrſm and Fewdarſm were tctore ) then (as afo!'s noced ) 
Divitions did ariſe and increaſe, and the vecalar Authority deſcend= 
112, and intereſting it felf as to them, hereby becane Trouble, and 
I1iecure cither by fecret Plots and Confpiraces, or if ſtrong enough, 
the open Seditions of thoſe that ſmaried under 1; Fleſh ard Blood 
are apt to be Mutinous, thinking 1t better to relift then be tamely 
B2aten. but when miſtaken Conſcience and deluded Zeal do further 
ſtirup, then it is mach moreſo: Ar this time the crafiy Politians 
ca ne in, who were ated by Ambition and Intereſt ,and did firſt lead 
along, and then became Leaders of the Faftion. New theſe had 
wanied a Pretext, and the orher had not fo mnch as had an Errone= 
cus Principle to have gone by, had 1t not been for their aforeſaid 
Compulſioan. Iniruihine aftings of toth are Sinin! and Unchriſti- 
an, in the one delizned Hy pocrile, in tne other it was !gnorance of 
that ceriain Duty of paſlive Ohcdience and Suffering for Conſcience 
fake, rather then ipcaking Evil, and much leſs then, to lift up the 
Hand 2g2inf the Lords Anoanted ; bi. as long as Covretoalſnel. and 
Pride did ir Rtigate the firft, and when a fly Temptation did offer it 
ſ>If tothe latter for avoiding the Crois, by thoſe means which were 
d'Fatable, ard did not ayvpear item directly unlawfhi, the De- 
vil who afts ar the hortom of all human Afﬀfiirs, can raiſe a fair aP- 
Par2:cc 10 excule from outward Pain and Inconvenicnces; che ile 
lulions of the Spirit of Error, and the Reaſonings of the Carnal 
Man prompt tnem any way 50 fave theinſelves trom the Storm : one 
May thus Irace Aur all rhe FaEtions and Reheilions that ever were, 
whercin Religion did make any noiſe, or was Lhe leaſt concerned, 
Ciff ite Carle, ceff it eff ecl 22h, = 
Pere ſome will cry, But this will Ge the way 70 lex * ay Herefre, Fra 
Yor and 4 7 uf and Taconveitmmees;, but the Givtl Mazift: ite is no: fo 
:*mediate!ly concerned as to them ; indeed himielt is bat a Potſherd 
of the Earton, though of the greateſt trze. and conſequently hath 
the ſame relation to that God with whom we have all to do, and 
therefore in general is obliged to keep up rhe? Worſhip and Fear of 
Ged, and the right Fairh contained in the Scriptures (if he world 
teave all things as they are there, and with the A»ſcovires forbid all 
DBiſpues) however that the Fan'amentals be thought no more 
thencomprized in the Apoitles Creed, and waat were judged T the 
OUT 


four firſt Councils as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; if he per- 
mit nothing to them of holy Life, and his own Government, but 
there is 2 diſtin order of Men to convince Hereticks and dere 
Er1or, the Weapons of whoſe Warfare ought to be Spiritual and noe 
Carnal, Truth is ffrong and will prevail, for .the Fundamentals 
here mentioned we are aflured, but for all under them, or what 
ray be immagined to be deduced from them, for that intinite num- 
ber of Conſequences and Queftions among us, we know not what is 
Herelie or Error; it isnot iuffictent alene, when ſome bave got the 
eftabliſhed Laws of theirCountry on their fide,to call others Here ichs 
and Errexiozs, which is ſonner done then proved, and here too often 
'happeneth,according to the old Proverb,T be greateft Fool, &c. For 
though I do for my part believe the Church of England comes as near 
to the Primitive Pattern as any now in being, and that her Con- 
ſtitutions are good and trae, except ſome diſpurable Points which 
Cannot be otherwiſe, when they come down to fuch particular De- 
privations, as ſome may be -ſecn in the Thirty nine Articles, yer if 
a falſe and corrupted Church ſhould get the upper Hand, it wou'd be 
an hard caſe if the bare forwardneſs and confidence of them ſhould 
damm all others to Hell, bur that not being in their Power ts only 
Brutum fal men; but what is worſe, Oppreſs them here on Earth, who 
will nor likewiſe be-carried away with their Corruption. & to really 
involve themſelves into that wherein they did only frighten & abuſe 
them, for thoſe Controverſies and Queſtions were a fooling, they are 
rather the Skirts and Borders then the Subftance of Religion ; ard 
it will be fad and riged totye and confine Salvation unto any of 
them : What or who ſhall det: rmine between the right and wrons ? 
The Scriptures would do it even now, if fincerely confidered with 
out Pride and Worldly end; however the Son of God is to j ge 
out of them of every Mans Work ; ard were it not hetter ro ihink 
the Truth, and follow his Direftions, to g5 on peaceabl\ nov. we 
are in the way to the ſame place which we all ai ar and in fore 
meaſure to begin that here, that is to be our Happineſs hercaf.cr. 
though all ignorant Zeal and Arimoii: 5 cannot be laid aide, yet 
go'.d Men in this Life {ould hve that precious Dilpotition wher e= 
In their Spirits are to be made pertett, and all rFofe things to be 
done away which render Converlation unpleaſant in the Wor 's, 
but ſeeing this is not to be had, _ ever bickering there way be 

among 
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among fellyw Snhjefts, which is allo wiſhed it might be hindered 
as much as pc{i;bie, 1s but as the Squabbling of Children amongſt” 
themicives, and the Father of our Country might take his effetual 
care to keep his Anrhority over them, and yer be ſafe by ltting 
them alone with their litthe Wranzlings; he may be pleaſed to laih 
them into Peace and Quiet:1els, bur it he ſhould hide. wich any this 
would iuin the reſt azainſt him. That vain Jangling, and many of 
thoſe Qaeſtions in Religion now agitated amongſt us, if compared. 
with the welghtier- matters of thet,aw,do not deſerve. a better comes 
parilon then this,ans for what Differences ſeem more material, why 
may they not ſtii] remain in thar Liberty God hath left them ? One 
Mans Opinion - may vary from another, as he doth. in-Complexion 
and Stature, and iti!] they are equally Men; one may Worſhip God 
after this manner, another after tnat, as long as God is Worſhipped 
and Served he may be Glorified 'erery way, for he hath preſcribed 
noexatt manner or form in his Word, only exprefling himſelf a- 
£ainſt the Sacrifice of falſe hypocritical & outward Devotion, when 
ſeparated from the inward and ſpiritual. His appointed meanes are 
ailowed, that all may be: ſaved and come to the knowledge of. the, 
Truth : Indeed there is & little of the very Heart and-Subſtance 
of Religion in thoſe diſtinguiſhing Characters of Communion among 
vs, that why may It not be alſo appiyed, that in every Sett and 
Party, He. that-ſerveth God and worketh Righttouſucſs 16 * accepted, 
with him, for to this alone do the Promiſes belong, without any- 
mention -of ſuch - a National Church or Congregation, the Kings: 
Authority 1s ſubordinate and dependant on the Divine, he doth ex- 
cellently. diſcharge his Obligation by refforing unto God the.imedi+» 
ate Dominion over the Souls of Men; as i is the beſt Policy, 
for -every one of what ever Condition in this preſegt Life to be, 
faithful unto God, ſo for him who is his beſt among Men, in that 
he layeth the beſt Foundation for the Security and Happineſs of his. 
Government. In thoſe Countries where 7 olerarion is atlowed, they , 
have none, or very rarely Rebellions or Seditions, this manner of 
Policy ſome States have taken, for they are the moſt unſafe kind of. 
Goverments, but by this way have made it moſt Secure, ſo that the 
Dedutlion is obvious, if -what is in it ſelf infecured he yet preſer- . 
ved this way, mach - more would that excellent, and in it {clit ſafe: 
Form of Monarchy, be the more firmly Eſtabliſhed, . 
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As to the laſt Queſtion, I} 11:7 ir ſtands with our Safety in refe- 
rerence 10 the preſent Cori chon wand Toftnre of Hffairs? I do not: 
pretend to unde! ſtand the intregucs and Secrets of State ; bur if 
things are © indeed, as they arc repreſented outwardly, if his 
Majeſty may be believed (as my Chart y doth incligze me.fo fo do) 
who hath made {fo many Proteitations, and in the moſt ſolemn 
mAner ascan be well expreſſed, that he batF no further PDeiigh 
then what is mentioned in his Gracious Decla; ation, that ail things: 
fhall be continually obſerved as there ſpecified, then there-can be. 
no ſach Danger as 1s furmiſ:d, and ſome People are fo forward to: 
inftil into the Minds of his Subjects, fears of Popery and altera- 
tion of Gove: nmzat is the general Whiſpering of thoſe rho have 
called the lik® in ethers, not miny Years {ince, The Fice of Fattion 
and Sedition, by the molt fubtil kind of Perſwafion, (objecting to 
all thoſe Folly and want of fore-fight who are notof the {ime 
Mind) 'they mightily get trem over to their- Opinion, railing. 
more terrible Pre{azes and Appreieniions then 1s ground for 
them. It hath been obierved of an Order of Men, that going, 
oat of their Profeſſions, and meddling with matters of State, - 
have done more Miſchief, and cavied more Diſturbance to Coun- 
tries, then of all Caliinzs or Trades beſides, whether it holds trusz - 
at this Day, let any one judge; all goes nnder the Name of Con- 
ſcience, bat upen the ſtrict ſcrutiny, it will appear Pride and Inte- 
reſt bares the greateſt ſway ; if theſe were good Men, as all would. 
be thought ſo, 2nd it 1s hoped aud believed many are, then them- 
felves are not for veing Lords over Gods Heritage; they will not - 
ſtand ſo much for wordly Pride or Grandure, whick 1s contrary - 
to-their ſpiritna] Vocatien, and they Condemn. others for beyoud . 
Sea : Ifthey believe in him whoſe Miniſters (they lay) they are, 
and will take their Lot with him whoſe Kingdom is not of this 
World, then they will not ftand up ſo ſtifly for Temporal [urif- 
diction and Command ; but as it is moit remarkable they ſhould 
Live well and handſomely as ofner Men, and as the Neceſlity and 
Merrit of the Function is heyend any whatſocrer, in reſpet of 
the good it; doth unto Men, in Gods Name, as ſome little requitat 
thereof, let them #13!} enjoy the already Eftabliſhed, or creater 
Mo-intenance; for in yart 1 do fincerely wiſh it were much better, , 
and. more cqualily diſpoſed for the ERCOULagement of £o0d and 
| ts honelt:- 
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honet Men, and therefore if .nacy iave all the further aMurance 
that pe.itbly can be given, that they {tiff rave their Church Poſleſe 
fions and Rivhts, and fo it ſhall be as to Abby Linds, which are 
veſted in the Gentry, and otter Lay: Vien ;-if all the Care and 
Caution which can be tnonght of, as to this matter; if this be 
made #s {ure to themgas /Jagna Charta,and Men have of titcir oLrer 
Etftates and Liberties ; if they have all the vSatisfaftion and Aſſh- 
ran:e that may be any ways propoſed or found our, this would be 
the beſt Expedient to end thoſe Fears and Jealouhes, to allay the 
thonzhts of Heat. If that which 1s already the Principal and E- 
ſtabliſhed Religion of this Conntry, be ſtill confi» med and ratified 
ſo to be: If all Charches and happels, or Pablick er -Conſecra= 
ted Places be for the ſervice of thar only, and none be ſuffered be- 
{ides to enter into them , if to prevent Confuiion and Diſorder it 
be ſo provided, that one Communion doth not interfere with or 
moleſt the other; if that they keep within themſelves, and uſe not 
the lcaſt ontward Violence, nothing to be permitted beyond fair 
Argnment and Perſwaſion, that all Truth may ſtand on equal 
ground and advantage, I know not why they ſhould be againft it, 
who have the moſt en their ſide, and the ablefſt Champions to de- 
fend it:I would in no wiſe be thought to preſcribe to mySupcriours, 
but with the greateſt Humility 8 Submiſtion beg leave to offer thus 
much, that ſome Expedients they may find out, for the firm and 
happy Eſtabliſhment of things : When reaſorable Propoſals are 
laid before any, and not accepted, it is a fign there 1s ſomewhat 
further in it then one ſees,or is aware of; if there is no deſign but 
what 15 viſible on all hands, if the end be fincere aud good, the 
common means of Safety are neer aud obvious. | 


In Page 5+ Line $2 Read and whither, Pp» 8.1, 9+ I Dolititions, | 
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